State playing decisive role in creating broadband internet market
(Press release)
Given the conditions when the broadband Internet market is still in the phase of formation, it is the state that has to ensure the creation of the necessary elements for an appropriate functioning of this market. This conclusion was the result of the roundtable discussions, organized early this week by the National Regulatory Agency for Electronic Communications and Information Technology (ANRCETI). The participants, representatives of the Ministry of Economy and Commerce, Ministry of Information Development, of some international organizations in Chisinau, scientific and consulting institutions, Private Companies Association, providers of Internet access networks and services. 

Opening the discussions, the ANRCETI Director, Mr. Sergiu Sitnic mentioned that a roundtable discussion was necessary in order to analyze the causes that have led to the current situation on the high-speed Internet market and propose solutions in order to enhance the development of this market. „The annual 1% increase in the Internet service penetration rate and reaching 4% cannot meet the necessities of an information society, which will be based, first of all, on high-speed Internet”. Following this pace, it will take another 15 years to achieve the current 20% European level, said S. Sitnic. 

Before the roundtable discussions, ANRCETI presented the analysis of the evolution of Internet network and service market, Actions taken by the regulator for market regulation, including the draft regulations on Internet service quality, draft concept of broadband Internet access development, as well as the Private Companies Association vision on this issue. 

The participants discussed a number of challenges the market faced, forwarding proposals and identifying solutions to overcome them. Valeriu Lazar, director of „BIS – Group” company, expressed his opinion that, under the conditions of 3.8% broadband penetration rate, the state should play the decisive role in the creation of this market. „it should not substitute the role of the operators, but establish clear playing rules, ensure compliance and create favorable conditions for investments in broadband infrastructure.”. in this context, Mr. Sergiu Postica, „Orange” representative, declared that significant investments in broadband infrastructure would be made only when there is a clear and predictable, long- and average-term policy in this field. 

Stela Şcola, USAID project adviser, mentioned that in times of economic recession it is very important that the state should support this sector by its own enhanced of broadband services and facilitate their use by the population. „other countries’ practice shows that the electronic services offered by the Government and business environment are efficient and can develop, only when the broadband penetration rate reaches 20%”. Ion Cosuleanu, UNDP project manager, and Serghei Lobastov, representative of Private Companies Association spoke in favor of applying the principle of shared use of existing infrastructure and facilities, in order to be able to extend the geography of broadband service provision through local loop access. 

During the debates, the Agency Director, highlighted the necessity of more efficient management of radio frequencies and the need to develop a transparent policy in this field, in order to enhance the attractiveness of broadband Internet in terms of investments. “We must be ready to offer frequencies to be used in the implementation of new broadband technologies by means of radio access, including 4G technologies”. 

At the end of the roundtable discussions, Sergiu Sitnic highly appreciated the usefulness of all the contributions and proposals made by the participants, stressing the fact that the Agency will duly take them into account and will promote them for being included in the draft Concept of broadband access development and in the action plan for this concept implementation. 
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